
   Order of Worship 
July 23, 2023                                 Eighth Sunday After Pentecost                                       10:15am 
                          
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
 
● Call to Worship  

 Our help is in the name of the Lord,  

 who made heaven and earth. 

 Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth.  

 Worship the Lord with gladness.  

 Come into God’s presence with singing!  

 For the Lord is a gracious God,  

 whose mercy is everlasting;  

 and whose faithfulness endures to all generations. 

 Praise the Lord! 

 
● Invocation 

 
● Sounds of Faith:  #39 Great is Thy Faithfulness 

 
● Prayer of Confession 

 Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

 what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

 whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In 

 your great mercy forgive our sins and free us from selfishness, that we may choose your 

 will and obey your commandments; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  

 
Children’s Message: Tony Pritchett 

 
Prayer of Illumination 
 
Scripture Reading: Genesis 37:2b-11, Liturgist ~ Jim White 

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper to 
the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their 
father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son of his 
old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. But when his brothers saw that their father 
loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him. 

Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him even more. He said to 
them, ‘Listen to this dream that I dreamed. There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Suddenly my 
sheaf rose and stood upright; then your sheaves gathered around it, and bowed down to my sheaf. 

His brothers said to him, ‘Are you indeed to reign over us? Are you indeed to have dominion over us?’ 
So they hated him even more because of his dreams and his words. 
He had another dream, and told it to his brothers, saying, ‘Look, I have had another dream: the sun, 
the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.’ But when he told it to his father and to his 
brothers, his father rebuked him, and said to him, ‘What kind of dream is this that you have had? 
Shall we indeed come, I and your mother and your brothers, and bow to the ground before you?’ So 
his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind. The Word of the Lord; 
thanks be to God. 
 

Special Music: No More Night ~ Steve Smith, soloist 

 

Scripture Reading:  Genesis 41:1-8, 14-16, 25-36 

After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing by the Nile, and there came up out of 
the Nile seven sleek and fat cows, and they grazed in the reed grass. Then seven other cows, ugly and 
thin, came up out of the Nile after them, and stood by the other cows on the bank of the Nile. The 
ugly and thin cows ate up the seven sleek and fat cows. And Pharaoh awoke. Then he fell asleep and 
dreamed a second time; seven ears of grain, plump and good, were growing on one stalk. Then seven 
ears, thin and blighted by the east wind, sprouted after them. The thin ears swallowed up the seven 
plump and full ears. Pharaoh awoke, and it was a dream. In the morning his spirit was troubled; so 
he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt and all its wise men. Pharaoh told them his dreams, 
but there was no one who could interpret them to Pharaoh. 
Then Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was hurriedly brought out of the dungeon. When he had 
shaved himself and changed his clothes, he came in before Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘I 
have had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. I have heard it said of you that when you 
hear a dream you can interpret it.’ Joseph answered Pharaoh, ‘It is not I; God will give Pharaoh a 
favourable answer.’  
Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, ‘Pharaoh’s dreams are one and the same; God has revealed to Pharaoh 
what he is about to do. The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears are seven 
years; the dreams are one. The seven lean and ugly cows that came up after them are seven years, 
as are the seven empty ears blighted by the east wind. They are seven years of famine. It is as I told 
Pharaoh; God has shown to Pharaoh what he is about to do. There will come seven years of great 
plenty throughout all the land of Egypt. After them there will arise seven years of famine, and all the 
plenty will be forgotten in the land of Egypt; the famine will consume the land. The plenty will no 
longer be known in the land because of the famine that will follow, for it will be very grievous. And 
the doubling of Pharaoh’s dream means that the thing is fixed by God, and God will shortly bring it 
about. Now therefore let Pharaoh select a man who is discerning and wise, and set him over the land 
of Egypt. Let Pharaoh proceed to appoint overseers over the land, and take one-fifth of the produce 
of the land of Egypt during the seven plenteous years. Let them gather all the food of these good 



years that are coming, and lay up grain under the authority of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let 
them keep it. That food shall be a reserve for the land against the seven years of famine that are to 
befall the land of Egypt, so that the land may not perish through the famine.’ 
The Word of the Lord; thanks be to God. 
 
Meditation: “Dreaming” ~ Guest Minister, Jeannie Hunter 

 
● Sounds of Hope: #630 Fairest Lord Jesus 

 

● Affirmation of Faith  

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ his 
 only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary; 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
 third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven; and sitteth on the right 
 hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
 dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
 forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Giving and Offertory: I Can See/Jesus on the Emmaus Road ~ Steve Smith, soloist 
 
Pastoral Prayers, the Lord’s Prayer: 

 . . . Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
 done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts 
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
● Sounds of Love: #801 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I Shall Not Want 
 
● Benediction 
 
Postlude: He Touched Me 

 
The (●) dot in the order of worship invites you to stand as you are able. Text in bold indicates unison 
reading. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
July 27 – Men’s Fellowship Dinner, 5:30pm Meet at Homegrown 
July 30 – Fifth Sunday Feast 9am (Bring a breakfast item to share) 
 
Pastoral Care Team: Chairs - Tina O'Connor and Joy Roark; Members - Velma Bartley, Janet 
Benge, Melanie Caskey, Malee Cherry, Rose Christian, Ann Cox, Charlene Dodson, Diane Ingram, 
Grace Lewis, Ann Marie McFarland, Betty Polk, Jim & Ruth White, Kim Yearwood, Jill York 
 
**Thank you to Steve Smith (Guest Music Director) and Jeannie Hunter (Guest Minister) who are 
serving today while Brooks Parker and Dr. Paul Casner are away on vacation.  

We warmly welcome all who have come to worship with us today. If you are a guest 
at Donelson Presbyterian Church, we encourage you to fill out a yellow visitor card 

which you will find in the pew. 
 

July 23, 2023 
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 

 
2305 Lebanon Pike                      

 Nashville, TN 37214                          www.donelsonpres.org 
 Phone 615-883-3248                         donelsonchurch@bellsouth.net 
 

Jeannie Hunter is our guest speaker today. Jeannie is the Regional Director of the Society of St. 

Andrew, a nonprofit that gleans food that may otherwise go to waste, distributing it to agencies 

that feed hungry people. Jeannie graduated from Eckerd College (BA) and Emory University 

(MDiv) and is currently studying at Tennessee State University (MPA). She has a tween daughter 

named Esther, a cat named Marshmallow, gardens for veggies and herbs, and has too many 

houseplants. She appreciates all things crafty, with a special love for knitting. 
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