
      Order of Worship 
March 31, 2024                                              Easter Sunday                                                 10:15am 
                              
Gathering Music 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude: “The Trumpet Shall Sound” from Handel’s Messiah ~ Paul Roark, soloist; Laura Piper, 
trumpet 
 
● Call to Worship  

Look! A sliver of light across the horizon— the miracle of a new day. 

See! The stone is rolled away, and the angel calls from within. 

Feel! The freedom of our souls and the wonder of the Messiah’s gift of new life. 

Hear! The hallelujahs as we declare to the world, “He has risen!” 

 
● Invocation 

 
● Opening Hymn: #232 – Jesus Christ is Risen Today 
 
● Prayer of Confession 

 Christ is risen!  We can trust him with our deepest needs, and our gravest sins. 
 O Lord, Today is a day of rejoicing, for Christ is risen! But we often struggle in our faith.   
 It is hard, Lord, to understand resurrection  
 when we see so much death and suffering in the world. 
 Forgive us, Lord, for our unbelief. 
 Help us to turn away from the ways of the world  
 toward the new life that is found in the empty tomb!  Amen. 
 Thanks be to God!  In Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven.   
 Let us go in peace and rejoice in the love of God! 
 
● Congregational Response: #587 - Alleluia 
 
Children’s Message: Dr. Paul Casner 
 
● Congregational Song: Jesus Strong and Kind (see INSERT) 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
 
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 25:6-8, Liturgist ~ R. J. Mamula 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged  

wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this 

mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 

he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 

The Word of the Lord; thanks be to God. 

 
Choir Anthem: “Jesus Thank You”, Cliff Duren 

 

Scripture Reading: John 20:1-18 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 

that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 

disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 

and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 

toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached 

the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 

Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 

there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in 

a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 

believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the 

disciples returned to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she 

saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 

other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have 

taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she 

turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to 

her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, 

she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take 

him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which 

means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the 

Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my 

God and your God.’ ” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; 

and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

The Word of the Lord; thanks be to God. 

 
Meditation: Dr. Paul Casner 
 
● Hymn: How Deep the Father’s Love for Us (see INSERT) 
 

● Affirmation of Faith  

  The resurrection makes a decisive difference in each and every day.  When we no longer 

 have to live in dread of death, every day takes on new meaning.  We are now free to face 

 whatever may come, for we know that, through Jesus, we will have the victory.  Amen.     



Giving and Offertory  

 

● Doxology 
 
Pastoral Prayers, the Lord’s Prayer: 

 . . . Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
 done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts 
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen 
 
●Closing Hymn: Low in the Grave He Lay (see INSERT)  
 
● Benediction 
 
● Choral Benediction: “The Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s Messiah 
 
Postlude  

**The (●) dot in the order of worship invites you to stand as you are able. Text in bold indicates unison reading. 

A special thank you to our guest musicians today: Melodie Chase, cello; Bobby 
Chase, violin; Ben Plotnick, violin. 

 
TODAY – Easter Egg Hunt following the service. 
 

 
April 3 – Book Group, 1:30pm; Logos “Tea with the Queen”, 5:30pm; Agape 6pm (sign up 
for the meal at the back of the sanctuary) 
April 9 – Dot New Circle, 10am 
April 10 – Book Group, 1:30pm; Logos “Sharing the Love”, 5:30pm; Agape 6pm 
April 15 – Bluegrass Slow Jam (community event), 7pm 
April 17 – Book Group, 1:30pm; Logos “Talent Night”, 5:30pm; Agape 6pm 
April 24 – Book Group, 1:30pm; Logos “Senior Night”, 5:30pm; Agape 6pm 
April 25 – Men’s Fellowship Dinner, 5:30m (Location TBD) 
 
Pastoral Care Team: Chairs - Tina O'Connor and Joy Roark; Members - Velma Bartley, Janet Benge, Melanie 
Caskey, Malee Cherry, Rose Christian, Ann Cox, Diane Ingram, Grace Lewis, Ann Marie McFarland, Betty Polk, 
Leanne Terry, Jim & Ruth White, Kim Yearwood, Jill York 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
We warmly welcome all who have come to worship with us today. If you are a guest 

   at Donelson Presbyterian Church, we encourage you to fill out a yellow visitor card 
which you will find in the pew. 
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Three Ways to Give at DPC 

1. Plate giving during the offertory portion of our service 

2. Online at donelsonpres.org – Click the “Giving” tab on the homepage 

3. Text DPCGIVE and any amount to 73256 

 

http://www.donelsonpres.org/
mailto:donelsonchurch@bellsouth.net

